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MILE A MINUTE ON DIRT ROADS FOR VANDERBILT

I,
; I' ilji 250,000 Will Lino the Course
' ;iff: to Watch Roaring "Speed,
j

'1; 7 Devils'' Compete.

fl ' I Condensed Facts
: About Gup Race

B ' Place Nassau county, Loiik Island.
H , , Noarost Important. Town Mineola.
H ' I ' Dates October 6, cup r.icc; Soptomber

Hj Is 22, elimination raco.
- Longth of Course About 29 miles.

H ' III' Number of Lops Ton In each race.
mmM 11' .! Total Distance of Test About 205

' '
. U mi,cs'

M I' Numbor of Cars in Elimination Race
; !' Fifteen.
i I ' Number of Oars in Cup' Itoco

mgm fj.f J Eiphtcon.
H "''Hit Countries Represented Franco, Italy,
H j'i; Germany and United States.

ij ' Trophy to Bo Won Magnificent silver
iui cup, presented by William K. Vamlor- -

, rt

j K BY JOHN B. FOSTER.
lijlj NEW YOItlv, Saturday, Sept. 15. For

i'lji tho third successive year the annual con- -
' Ll test by motor cars for tho Vundorbllt

jj Cup will be hold this fall over the course
(ij; on Long Island, on Saturday, October G.

1 'V Prior to that, on Saturday, Scptembor
'

l( 22, tho eliminatory trials, to decide which
'';!' of the American cars shall compote

:;'! against the foroign cars, will bo held
HBV i

i
j over the same course.

ii. Fifteen cars will compete In tho ollm- -
jj! lnation trial. Among them are somo of

' .'j the best known automobiles which are
( ': made in the United States, and several

'. makers who have novor entered before
will try this year to And a placo among

. r;' tho elect for the grand race on October 6.
t , For tho VnnderbilL cup there will be

' J four teams, representing Germany, Italy,
uj Franco and tho United States. The

French and Italian teams will be rcpro- -
i 'd scnted by live cars, the German by throeHI, j and tho American by five. Of course It

HHI J fr is impossible to tell what five will repro- -

HJ v ' Bent the United States until after Sop- -
tember 22.

HJ ,i : Tho distance around tho course Is 29.5

HJ j miles In round numbers. That may not
HJ , '!', be quito the fractional figure, but it is
HJ i ;i I corroct enough to give the reader an Idea
HJ ij! of the mileage that must bo traversed on

HJ . ,t ' H'! each lap of the course. As all cars which
HJ i JJ , , j finish must take ten laps, both In the
HJ :' M ollmlnation and cup races. It is apparent
HJ 'j i'! that about 295 miles will have to be run
HJ - ; before a motor car can hope to bo hon- -

HJ j' .j! j ored by merely finishing the required dls- -

HJ f:i tance, which has proved in the past no

HJ j mean task.
' ., May Bo Some Fast Trips.
'

. H' ' It Is barely possible that tho courso
HJ , ''" ' will occasionally bo taken in thirty mln- -
HH , .J ,. utes. It will depend largely upon the
HJ condition' of the roads and the ability of

.: the cars to surmount two rather steep
HJ v hills which havo been included in this
HJ u year's route, but which have never been
HJ " (5 V ' a test in the raco before. Ten laps at
HJ ' J ; I j unlimited speed would mean three hun- -

HJ '
j t ' ' dred minutes of time, or about five hours.

HJ It is not at all probable that tbo raco
HJ Jr I,;1 will be run that quickly, as that is the
HJ ' i minimum limit, and' there will bo delays,H .if' i.fyj because of tiro trouble and because of

HJ rM
' othor accidents, of more or less moment,

HJ ) rol which may happen to some of the cars,H ' hi! but it would not be surprising If tho cou- -

HJ "I test woro vflnlslied in about six hours,
, yl if somo machine is fortunate enough to

; i'-;-' run through in good condition. Those
HJ i 'H that scalo walls or smash into telegraph
HJ ' ! r .ih poles will be numbered with, tho "also

; ! If: started.".

HJ ,i A motor car race 'over highways which
if') &re partially adapted to It is the most

HJ 'ijj thrilling contest imaginable in all sport.
HJ , ;. If it were posslblo to conceive an oval
HJ I I' i;: race track, with a circumference of

, " thirty miles, with eighteen locomotives
HJ ; ; jj running upon it at tho rate of sixty miles
HJ , r an hour, trj'ing to pass one another at

'HJ ' i .!j times and taking all manner of risks to
HJ p Lj i do so, a conception would be had of whatHJ '

..
; V.' a motor race Is like.

HH . ill ;' Woro a track to bo Kpeclally built for
t

, 'jN that nort of thing, however, It would be
H'' ' ''' frco of naZfirds such as wicked turns,

HhI i t'S' '': stone walls on curves, telegraph poles ln--
HH , f (j opportunely placed where a sliding car
HH1 i f 1 5J ;i would be likely to cntch Its axlo and
HJ it throw the uufortunato driver and mcch- -
HHj M i ' anlcian to almost certain death, low em- -
HH , v rr f bankmonts, over which a car speeding
HH ' I i tij. at full rate would be likely to plunge,
HB '! i' fl aD(1 railroad crossings which act some- -

HJ f (fj 5 what like a springboard and give a Bpedd- -

HJ Li! ; p 1 ing motor an upward jump and a for--

HH Mi' "itlil' "ward plunge of four or Ave feet. All
HH hi! r a ' manner of things like this happen on tho

' DiJ Long Island circuit, and yet it is con- -
' sldered to bo a tolerably fair course, as

HJ h ' j natural highways go.

HH (
' ' fS ' When the first Vanderbilt Cup race was

I ; held In tho United States a great many

Hl i people thought that it was rich men's
II n! pastimo and not poor men's pleasure.

HJ i
!

, ,M t There was some opposition to It on Long
HH 'rai Island, but, as It happens, moBt of the
HJ 'i J race runs through the property of thoseHj' !' wn0 vor that sort of thing, and when

Hl i1 ' lit 'l oamc t0 n le3L 1)cforo the county offl- -
clals, the race enrried the day, excenthWI ' ill

itjm i .Norwich. FA.mou HxyPxiTxjLTy. o- - V.A.ir'bxl--b Cix-- p Couraa

ThsVaivlevbiit,
on tho part of ono supervisor, and his
vote was not enough to induce tho people
of tho immediate section to hold a mass
mooting to protest against Jt.

Two or threo weeks before the raco
was actually run, thcro began to be such
a demand for accommodations about all
tho section In and around Garden City
and Hempstead that whatever opposition
had existod to the raco was abandoned.
Tho residents found that tho first gold
mine In tho history of their lives had
suddenly opened nt their very feet.

Tho novelty of a motor car raco, tho
fact that some men of great prominenco
woro to drive cars in the contest nnd tho
further fact that foreign countries had
sent across the ocean their best auto-
mobiles and their most famous drivers
to compete aroused such Interest on the
part of thousands who never had ridden
In an automobile, and probably never
would be able to own one. that they
Journeyed twenty-liv- e miles into the in-

terior of tho island hours before day-
break to bo prtisent at the start.

At the First Race.
Perhaps 100.000 persons saw the first;

race run. They were scuttered from one!
end of the course to tho other, and In tho
larger villages crowded about It to such
an extent that tho officials had somo dif-
ficulty in koeplng them off the road.
They did not seem Lo be aware of the
fact that they woro getting In the way
of machines which would run at times'
from sixty to seventy-fiv- e miles an hour.

When the socond race took placo, in
the" fall of 1905, the peoplo of Long Island
were wiser. Prices had doublod over
those of the former year, nnd tho prices
of 190i had been quadrupled over what
usually was asked for accommodations.

Tho railroad, which has amonopoly of
taking people to the start, advertised two
excursion trains for four o'clock In tho
morning. They oxpected that they might
carry about 1,500 spectators. At three
o'clock in tho morning the station of tho
railroad was a sight. It was so jammed
with excursionists that It was Imperativo
upon the company to make up a train as
quickly as possible to get them out of theway and permit others to take their
places.

Ono train followed another until day-
light, and there were passengers packed
in every square- foot of tho cars. They
filled tho platforms, choked the aisles,
clung to the backs of seas and even rodo
on the tenders and tho cowcatchers of
the locomotives, Tho railroad people were
astounded at tho tremendous interest
which was taken in the race, and tho con-
ductors gave up tho task of collecting
llckots and trusted to gottlng them on the
return home.

Quarter of Million Sightseers.
It Is estimated that 250,000 persons 3aw'

tho contest of 1905. Some of them
were at Mineola, a placo of some
consoquonoo In tho Hempstead district
of the island; somo were far out In the'
country, whero thoy had Journeyed the
night before, selecting some particular
spot whore there was more or Iohb danger
In making a turn, and whore they ex-
pected to see something thrilling before
the day was over, while thousands of
others distributed themselves along tho
north sido of tho route, where the road
Is winding and tho country more or less
undulating.

How many will sco tho cup race this
year is a question. Owing to the general
Interest which Is taken In tho event there
are many people who predict that half a
million spectators will bo scattered over,
the thirty miles of road. That is doubt-
less exaggerated, but it would not bo sur-'- 1
prising If 300,000 porsons witness some
part of tho raco if the day is pleasant.

Society goes to tho raco in automobiles.
Tho oxodus begins from Now York about
3 o'clock of the afternoon before the
race takes olace. Those who havo friends

"FOR THE ELIMINATION RACE.

AMERICAN.
Name of Car. Mnlcor. Driver. II. P.

Pope Manufacturing Co H. Lytlo 120
B L. M, Brecse. Iiiiwronco, Moultino Co... 80
Oltlsinobilo '. Olds Motor Co E. Ifocler
Mathc'ivson Matliowson Co., N. Y Ralph Mongoni . . .
'J'hoiiinfi Flyor Thomns Motor Co Roberts. . . . T. . . . 115
Thomas Flyor Thomas Motor Co Iferbort Lobon ... 115
Thomas Flyor Thomas Motor Co Oustavo CallloU .. 115
Hayncs .Ilaynea Auto. Co Frank Swcigcit .. 50
Frayor-Mille- r Oscar Lear Auto. Co Loo A. Fruyer. . . . 110
Frayor-Mllle- . . . , Oscar Lear Auto. Co F. F,. Moskovics. . liq
Fravcr-Millo- r Oscar Lear Auto. Co . U, II, Beldoii . . . , . 110
Christy Walter Christy Waltur Christy ... 110
Locomobile Locomobile Co. Tosaph Tracy".... 00
Appornon Appcrson Motor Co Georgo H. Robinson 80
Maxwell ...Maxwoll Briscoe... Fred Brots 80

Winners In tho eliminatory trials to compete with the foreign cars for the
cup.

FOREIGN CARS EOR VANDERBILT CUP.

FREN'CII.
Oloment-Bayar- d A. Clement A. Clement 110
Hotchkiss Hotchkiss & Co Elliott F. Shepard. ,120- -

Darracq .A. Darraco. '. . . Ilemcry 1Q0
Do Dintrich Do Dietrich Duray 120
Pauhanl Panhard & Levassor . George Heath .... 100

; iTALTAfy ;
Itala Itala F. D. Auto Alecsandrn Cagno. 110
Itala Itala F. D. Auto Maurieo Fabry ... 110
Fiat., B 1. A. T Vlnecnzo Luucia 100
Fiat , : F. I. A. T Dr. A. Wcillnchoutt 100
Fiat F. I. A. T 1... Felice Nar.zaro ... 100

GERMAN.
Mcrcedos Mercedes Auto Co Gabriel Maricaux . 120
Mercedes MorcndcK Auto Co Foxhall P. ICcTTue.. 120
Mercedes Mcrccdeu Auto Co:; Camillo .unatzy .. 120

on Long Island residing In the magnifi-
cent country places which abpund
everywhere journey early to spend thd
week ond, motoring In comfort nnd
leisure. Those who are fortunate enough
to havo nppllod In time for rooms at the
Garden City hotel, the tavern for tho
smart set of the island, start away with
th'o comfortable assurance that thoy will
havo somowhero to spend the night and
hobnob with thu fashionables. Others
may have found accommodations forty
miles from the race at ono of thu many
summer hotels, which are thick along
tho south shore, but they hayo no trouble
In making quick time to tho start on tho
following morning' In their own qars.

Until midnight the magnificent high-
ways nnd boulevards which run to tho
center of the Island are filled with
hundreds of motor cars, "honking" more

or less rapidly through the dnrkuess,
their great lights glowing over the plains
like tho oyos of enormous beetles prowl-
ing In the gloom for proy.

In the Early Moming Hours.
This Is the first egress of visitors by

automobile. The socond begins to lcavo
the city about 2 o'clock in the morning.
Tho cars aro drlvon to the East Thirtyr '
fourth street ferry, whero they are con-
voyed to the Long Island side.

Last year the ferryboats made trips
across the river from 2 a. m. until day-
light, operating on as fast a schedule
as they could, yet there was no tlmo
on tho New York Bide until very late In
tho morning that thero was not a line
of motor cars which extended for a dis-
tance of half a mile from the forry-hous- e,

their owners patiently nwalting

( ,

" Jk .'VJ

V

Cup,
their turn to get across the river.
Somo gave up the fer.ry.lu dospalr and
hurried through the city down to tho
Brooklyn bridge and tried other roads
on Long Island to get to the scene of tho
race.

At the Garden City hotel tho scene Is
ono which has no equal in the United
States, except during tho day and evening
prior to a cup race. Tho air Is fairly
filled with tho hoarse trumpetlngs of the
cars or the sonorous and sometimes high-pitch-

sirens, which drono forth warn-
ings as they near the sharper turns of
tho roads or turn their way into tho
capacious yard of the hotel.

Tho parlors, corridor and offices of tho
hotel aro filled with a gay set. Women
clad In the moBt fnshiouablo of cvonlug
gowns recline In lounging chairs listen-
ing to the hotel orchestra. Fresh ar-
rivals brush past them dressed in outing
garb, Just as they have come from tho
city. Some men are .dressed for dinner.
Others wear their leather or linen auto-
mobile coats, and faces and hands still
bear tho trncos of the thick clouds of
dust through which thoy havo drlvon.
The capacious dining-roo- m is filled with
a groat crowd, which 'doos not begin- - to
diminish until midnight. .But everywhero
and above all is constantly hoard tho
hoarse calls of the motor cars, which aro
still traversing the country 'roads. In tho
thick darkness.

Minutes for Sloop.

By 1 o'clock in the morning com-
parative quiet settles over tho placo.
Tho sirens of tho motor cars still screech,
hut tho car becomes accustomod to
them, and their unmusical whistling Is
unnoticed. Tho hotel assumes tho

of a gigantic barracks. Every-
where arc scattered cots for the weary
to llo down for a few minutes of rest.
Except where some wealthy man has been
able to engage a suite of rooms for tho
exclusive use of hl3 Invited guests,
porters have boon busy filling the hotel
rooms with cots and Improvised beds.

and It Is not uncommon for six nnd seven
or mora to occupy a room.

The night Is short lived. At S o'clock
the. servants of tho hotel arc busy rush-
ing through the corridors awakening the
'sleeping guests, if any have been able to
snatch a fow minutes' sloop, and i o'clock
breakfast of some pretension Is served
In tho dining-roo- which Is soon
thickly crowded with sleepy motorists,
whoso half-clos- ovqs belie their at-

tempt at jollity. The womon, as a rule,
appoar dccldodly more fresh than tho
men. Their cvoning gowns have boon
laid aside for smart aulomobilo costumes,
and they seem to be far more irapresse(d
with tho excltomcnt of the occasion than
their male escorts, most of whom aro
more accustomod to arising at 8 o'clock
In the morning than threo hours before
sunrise.

With breakfast finished there Is another
rush and whirl of the .motor cars, and
the drowsv guests aro whisked away
to the start by sharp-eye- d chauffeurs,
who must exercise great care whllo
traveling through the gloom and morning
mist to avoid collisions or running down
some unfortunate motorist whose rear
signal lights, .poorly trimmed before
starting away, have been blown out in
the fresh morning broeze.

Whore tlio Race Is Run.
This particular part of Long Island,

over which tho motor cars are allowed to
bo spocdod at the hearts' content of their
owners, just bordors on that section of
Hempstead Plnin which A, T. Stewart,
tho millionaire dry goods merchant of
New York, onco alludod to as the ''garden
spot of tho East."

Ho was not far wrong, for the soli of
Long Island Is so fertile that it takes
only a plunting, a shower and a bit of
sunlight to raise a crop of something or
other. It may bo weeds, but thoy grow
with a luxurious rankness which is al-
most tropical.

Tho start and finish of tho race will
be at a point near Mineola. The first
time that It was run tho start was lo-
cated away down toward Westbury. It
was a delight for tho elect who live Jn
that vicinity, as they had but a short
distance to motor to reach tho grand
stand. It mado quito an exclusive so-
ciety event of tho affair so oxclusive, In
fact, that some of tho owners of tho cars
which competed were unable to got to
the start bocauso the roads were closed
against them boforo thoy could .travel
from the city, or from Long Island hotols
where they had spont tho night. It was
respectfully suggosted before tho next
raco that tho start be placod some-
where to accommodate the common peo-
ple, who had evinced a lot of curiosity
In the affair, and who wero entitled to
a little consideration. It was also sug-
gested that, Inasmuch as the makers were
spending tho money to build the motor
cars. It was but fair that thev should got
a sight of the start and finish.

Hence the grand stand was moved to
a' point near Mineola, where everybody
seemed to he satisfied, except tho drivers
of the, cars, who complained that Ameri-
can curiosity was such that scores of per-
sons hugged tho tracks where they had
no business to be, and kept tho chauffeurs
In constant fear of somo accident. llko
a looseuod tiro or broken steering
gear, which would causa a car to sworvo

Hills, Curves andTwisM
Full Tilt by DaringM

of MachinnsjH

oat tmr. IfctfA tlbj cro kJB
IMllractailEsbciCr,.

Not ?cr Prom IQmJH
Tho start this wniMB

ola. but It will bo. farZrvJB
vras in 1905, probably jtIBcrossing- - of tho Oyster ISLong island railroad, ffoia?
tho accompanying map 0t thaHFrom tbo tlmo tha
East Norwich Is TcfMburn tho surface of the roailBIs along tho Joricho turonivly macadamised, road, XThkTiB
undulations In lu aurfacaB
traversers a region ao !qt9
ploosura soaker pa33lng alcSH
than a madman's paco tlUIsrean clad country sido foriS
wherever the 6hrubbery la ItfHpermit nn outlook over the'bifl

At Joricho, which is a
tho lovol plain, the rod tnltho northeast, n the dlrccllalH
Bay, whero President HoomH
his summer homo. In taclBrtvca at Eaot Norsrlch It IsBfrom the president that qq
drlvo to his comfortable ctB
little over an hoar, THThi3 road, like tha JcriddH
is splendidly macadamized
trifle moro rolling, and WHbends and turns which chuH
difficult for tho. driver ofaiB
at tho rate of sixty miles ftjiH
moro than one hundred

First Bad Turnjfl
At East Norwich there a

"up and down mean tura""oCH
The car, with Its speed ot &jH
hour or more, must bo icpH
under control to round a kUH
the left. If it should IiapiiPjjTM
from the drlvor 1( would VtrftH
In tne irput door of tbo
which faces tho road ot juiH
angle to recolve it as an loH
In fact, it Is told, no oqq YdH
the accuracy of the yam, boffl
when tho French driven! wwiB
tislug over tho course a"?ea;X
them did land his mucalaa o&

da of the hotel, gave pie la&4H
greeting with the popp!ns'B
haust from the cylinder
down and away before tha "4H
lagors could get to tha icH
gratulate him upoa not btH
hotel down.

After the turn is made thlilB
straightaway stretch over sbH
didly macadamised road to
Tavern. Western peoplo wttjH
ested to learn that most, ofH
ovor which the. race la nuYuH
as If paved, and quite 'as plM
they were asphalted. ThyB
delightful to ride upoa, fflweather, and graciously COpJH
the year around. 9This run to Bull's Head T1M
country a trlfio moro uodulM
that which was traversed.ou
side of tho course, hut there
at any tlmo in navigating tMH
tho cars take the declines jfl
cents at full speed. , ,

At Bull's Head there Is f'H
vicious turn almost at rlSH
the left. The mannor In wlfH
the professional drivors v&eMM
They come up to tho corneM
full speed. There they bogtoM
the brakes. Their mechanB
far out over the loft flido "'tH
somowhat like outriggers tM
craft, and cheeking the BpeedB
same time throwing t0,0,

around, the cars are "skldaeaM
curve until tholr prows, bo VM
pointed directly down toe W
then they are off again ilU- -

noxt dangerous spot,
Tho point on the Vanderoiirjj

of this vcar which will

most attention om the seMM
who are always looking

hair lifting to happen, IB near

bury It has been chrlB(ened

pin turn," and the name

badly applied. m'B
It is a sharp curve In

practically bends back uponJwill have to be negotiated yfm
if a driver doos not want toH

or cllmt aa telegraph polo,
corn field. And. by ,.JJ
pencd at one point ,ofJfMyear. In rushing along; WJflJ

French drivers 0Wone of the
his car, which skld JX
flold. and there It remalped

was over.' litre tiaB
This hairpin turn is

than a letter "U." It lsM
loft hand sido, aPPSSH
of the "U." BefornffSB
tho road slants n JlM
and woe botlde he

approaches tho W.M
It s in his mediate'?
may speed half a mil orrfjW

bisIs able to control
and recaroundhe can turn

BrinUntho direct contra of 'JM
Continued onPl2H
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